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Preface 

For almost ninety years, confusion has surrounŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŦƛǊǎǘǎέ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǊŀŘƛƻ ōroadcasting. Much of this has come from 

respected publications used by many researchers. 

One of these publications, άThe Proceedings of the World Radio Convention, Sydney, April, мфоуέΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ 

ά.ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀέ presented by the Director-General, Postmaster-DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ όtaDύ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ IŀǊǊȅ tŜǊŎȅ 

Brown, listing the Stations in Chronological Order. It has 2BL (2SB) commencing service on 13 November, 1923, and 2FC 

commencing service on 5 December, 1923. Both these dates are incorrect as will be seen later in this paper. It also has 2BE 

Sydney commencing on 7 November, 1924. As 2BE was granted a broadcasting licence in an announcement by the PMGΩǎ 

Department on 15 November, 1924, and from information in the Departments own files (File#BC323085) found in the 

National Archives of Australia (NAA), Sydney (see comments on page 37 of this paper), it is highly unlikely that 2BE went On 

Air until mid 1925. This makes it very hard for researchers when the PMG, the regulating body, publishes incorrect 

information. 

My aim in this paper is to attempt to correct the misinformation by presenting from news articles of the day, primary 

contemporary evidence, to support my Chronological List of Events presented later in this paper. 

In radio broadcasting then (in 1923/24), as it is now, there are basically five defining dates in each sǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ 

they establish a new service. These different dates I feel have caused confusion with those writing on the issue, and hence 

the differences in dates being published. 

They are:- 

1 Form a company and apply for a licence 

2 Being granted a broadcast licence which has conditions 

3 Test Transmissions ς To test the reliability and performance of the total broadcast system 

4 On Air - start of regular programming ς approval given after satisfying conditions under the Regulations 

5 Official Opening ς this may happen at same time as On Air date 

The Start of Regular Programs is the On Air date that is universally recognised by the industry, and this is the date which I 

have attempted to establish in this paper. 

The newspaper articles that I have presented in this paper were not necessarily the only ones available for a particular 

event, but were chosen for the descriptive content and quality of image. A lot were obviously from wire services, and 

published some days later in distant parts of Australia, but show the interest of the communities in the new medium of 

broadcasting. In some cases, an event would not get local coverage in the newspapers, possibly due to conflict with the 

newspaper ownersΩ interests. 

Hopefully this paper, on this year the 90
th
 anniversary of broadcasting in Australia, will provide factual information to those 

wishing to research and publish the story of broadcasting in Australia, and make interesting reading to others. 

Ron Langhans ς Sydney, Australia - 2013 

 

Front Cover: This illustration from The Daily Guardian on 13 June, 1924 is indicative of how the Licensed Amateurs, 

Broadcasters, Retailers and Listeners (Wireless Enthusiasts) viewed the control exerted by Amalgamated Wireless of 

Australia Ltd (Big Wireless Companies), and Federal Government who owned more than 50% of AWA (Politicians), over the 

fledgling Broadcast Industry.  
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Chapter 1 ς The Wireless Regulations 1923 

ά{ǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ wǳƭŜǎΦ мфноΦ bƻΦ фтΦ - Regulations under the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1905-1919έ, was signed by the Governor 

General on 25 July, 1923 and came into force on 1 August, 1923. This 37 page document was the first to legitimise radio 

broadcasting in Australia as we know it today. It covers all forms of wireless as it was known then, and broadcasting was 

covered in Part IV, paragraphs 28-60. An extract of the Broadcast Regulations is copied ƛƴ άThe EvideƴŎŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 

of this paper. 

In the Regulations under Definitions are the following which are essential for the understanding of what is presented in this 

paper: 

ά!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜŘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΤ 

ά.ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ sǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ on land for the purpose of broadcasting to licensed broadcasting (receiving) 

stations; 

ά9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴΣ ƻǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻΣ 

wireless telegraphy; 

ά[ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΤ 

ά[ƛŎŜƴǎŜŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ 

ά²ƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘȅέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƻǊ ǘŜlephonic messages by means of 

electricity without a continuous metallic connection between the transmitter and the receiver; 

A draft ά!ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ was published on the 15 May, 1924 and was tabled in Federal Parliament. 

This was the result of a Conference held in Sydney on 8 - 9 April, 1924. The ά!ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ Regulationsέ is copied 

ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ 

The Conference in its letter which accompanied the report unanimously agreed that if adopted, the following benefits 

would be conferred upon the public:- 

(a) Open Sets (would replace the unpopular Sealed Sets). 

(b) Reasonable regeneration (would be allowed as long as any regeneration did not radiate from the aerial during 

broadcast hours). 

(c)  Competitive broadcasting, involving the best stimulus to variety and superiority of news, entertainment, and 

education. 

(d) An open market for the development of Australian talent. 

(e) Cheaper broadcasting fees. 

(f) Greater standardization of the receiving sets, and consequent cheapening in cost. 

The new Wireless Regulations with further amendments were passed by Federal Parliament on 11 July, 1924 and a report 

of these regulations by Prime Minister Bruce can be seen on page 72 of this Paper. 

It is interesting to note the difference between what was suggested in the report by the Conference to Parliament dated 15 

May, 1924 and what was eventually Legislated on the 11 July, 1924! It is quite obvious other influences had a big say on 

what was eventually passed. 
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Wireless Weekly ς 2 November, 1923  
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Chapter 2 - Who Was First and When? 

In my Preface, I described what I understand is the date accepted by the broadcast industry as a stationΩs official On Air 

date, and that is the Start of Regular Programs. 

Much confusion appears around the dates that Broadcasters (Sydney) Ltd, 2SB (Broadcast Licence No.3), and Farmer and 

Company, 2FC (Broadcast Licence No.1) went On Air. 

Broadcasters (Sydney) Ltd (2SB) in Sydney (Broadcast Licence No.3) was the first station in Australia to go 

On Air on 23 November, 1923.  

Broadcasters (Sydney) Limited had an interesting path in getting 2SB On Air. The company was formed in Sydney on 4 

September, 1923: 

 

Sydney Evening News ς 4 September, 1923 

With W J Maclardy (2HP and former editor of Wireless Weekly) as Manager of the yet to be licensed 2SB, no time was 

spared in establishing a broadcasting station on The Daily Guardian Building, Phillip Street, Sydney. It was Raymond Allsop 

who engineered the move, with test transmissions using the 2HP experimental licence commencing on 17 October, 1923 

(see extracts below): 

      

     Daily Guardian ς 23 October, 1923           Daily Guardian ς 30 October, 1923       Melbourne Argus ς 2 November, 1923 

On the 2 November, 1923 the taDΩǎ Department announced 5 new Broadcast Licences of which 2SB was one.  
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The most common date quoted by Historians for 2SB going On Air is 13 November, 1923. This date cannot be considered, 

as Broadcasters (Sydney) Ltd on 1 November, 1923 published that they άWill inaugurate on Nov. 15 - The First Free Radio 

News and Amusement Service in AustraliaέΥ 

      

Daily Guardian ς 1 November, 1923 
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On the 15 November, 1923 ς Broadasters (Sydney) Ltd announced ǘƘŀǘ άhǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ wŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ {Ŝǘǎέ ǘƘŜȅ άƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέΥ 

 

  Daily Guardian ς 15 November, 1923 

 

Sydney Sun ς 15 November, 1923 
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In the Editorial of the 23 November, 1923 edition of Wireless Weekly, it was reported the delay was caused by Federal 

GovernmentΩs ά5ƛǎƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭ .ǳƴƎƭƛƴƎέ in testing receivers under the Sealed Set Scheme. It was also reported the first sets 

were tested on 21 November, with more being tested on the 23 November, 1923 allowing 2SB to go On Air: 

 

Wireless Weekly ς 23 November, 1923 

 

Daily Telegraph ς 23 November, 1923 
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On the 23 November, 1923, The Daily Guardian reported that Broadcasters (Sydney) Ltd station 2SB would start a free 

broadcasting service that night: 

 

Daily Guardian ς 23 November, 1923 
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This was followed by a report of their success on 27 November, 1923: 

 

Daily Guardian - 27 November, 1923 

 They did not have their Official Opening, which was performed by Postmaster General, Mr G W Gibson, until the 13 

December, 1923 and this is where the confusion with the 13
th
 could have originated: 

 

Daily Guardian ς 14 December, 1923 (extract) 
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Radio Magazine ς 26 December, 1923 

On the 9 February, 1924 a small advertisement on page 8 in The Daily Guardian notified readers that 2SB had changed its 

Call Sign to 2BL: 

 

Daily Guardian ς 9 February, 1924 


