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RADIOLA CRYSTAL SET.
Specially designed to meet the demand for a simple and inexpensive Recgiver
for listening-in to near-by Broadcasting

RADIOLA VALVE SET
An ideal Twe-valve Set, incorporating high-grade technique, craftsmanship
and finish

AWA Sealed Sets froRadioMagazineg 14 November, 1923



Preface

For almost ninety years, confusion hassurBB R (G KS & ¥ A NA { arbaddasfingMuwi#df thi$ hiagoing/fromMld R A
respected publications used by many researchers

One of thesepublicatiors, 6The Proceedings of the World Radio ConvenyaneyApribm oy ¢ = LJdzo f A A KSR
G. NB I ROI & A yraseritegby thalRiréctidsdndral, Postmasted Sy SNI f Qa o6t aD0O 5 S LI NI Y S
Brown, listing the Stations in Chronological Ordehas 2BL (2SB) commencing service on 13 November, d8@2FC
commencing service on 5 December, 1923. Both these dates@vaéct as will be seen later in ttpaper. It also has 2BE
Sydneycommencingon 7 November, 1924As2BEwasgranted a broadcastingckencein an announcement by the PM&Ga
Department on 15 Novembet,924 and from information in the Departments own fi€File#BC323085) found in the

National Archives of Australia (NAA), Sydney (see comments on padehss paper) it is highly unlikely that 2BE went On

Air until mid 1925 This makes it very hard for researchers when the PMG, thelatigg body publishesincorrect

information.

My aimin this paper is to attempt to correct the misformation by presenting fromews articles of the day, primary
contemporary evidence, to support my Chronological Ligwents presented later in thisaper.

In radiobroadcasting then (in 19224), as it is now, there are basically five defining dates ineiéich G A 2 y Q& RS @St
they establish a new service. These different dates | feel have caused confusion with those writing on the issue, and henc
the differences in dates being published.

They are:

1 Form acompany and apply for Bicence

2 Being granted &#roadcasticence which has conditions

3 Test TransmissionsTo test the reliability and performance of the totaloadcastsystem

4 On Air- start of reguar programmingg approvalgiven after satisfying conditionshder the Regulations
5 Official Opening; this may happen at same time as On Air date

TheStart of Reqular Progranis theOn Airdate that is universally recognised by the industry, and this is the date which |
have attempted to establish in this paper.

Thenewspaper articles that | have presented in this paper were not necessarily the only ones available for a particular
event, bu were chosen for the descriptive content and quality of image. A lot were obviouslyimservices, and
published some days later in distant parts of Australia, but show the interest of the communities in the new medium of
broadcasting. In some cases) event would not get local coverage in thewspapers, possibly due to conflict with the
newspaperownersinterests.

Hopefullythis paper, on this year the %anniversary obroadcasting in Australiayill provide factual information to those
wishing to research and publish the storytobadcasting in Australia, and make interesting reading to others.

Ron Langhans Sydney, Australia2013

Front Cover This illustration fronThe Daily Guardiaon 13June, 1924 is indicative of how the Licensed Amateurs,
Broadcasters, Retailers and Listeners (Wireless Enthusiasts) viewed the control exerted by Amalgamated Wireless of
Australia Ltd (Big Wireless Companies), and Federal Government who owned more thah/0% (Politicians), over the
fledgling Broadcast Industry.
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Chapter 1¢ The Wirelesfkegulationsl 923

G{ 41 Gdzli 2 NE w dzt Regulations dnder the Wirglgss Telegbaphy Act 1908 &, was signed by the Governor
General on 25 July, 1923 andme into force on 1 August, 192Bhis37 pagedocument was the first to legitimisadio
broadcasting in Australia as we know it today. It covers all formgrefess as it was known then, abtbadcasting was
covered in Part IV, paragraphs-88. An extract of the Broadcast Regulations is copiefThecEvidg OS¢ = (G KS I a1
of this paper.

In the Regulations under Definitions are the following which are essential farmtierstanding of what is presented in shi
paper.

G! dzZiK2NARAaSR adlriAazyé YSkrya F adqriazy Ay NBaLSOG 2F gKA

. NP I REH &ERRWE Y Sonyaad fdr theipiirpoderoRbybadcasting to licensed broadcasting (receiving)
stations;

GOELISNAYSyGlt &adldAz2zyé YSIya | &adlGAzy dzaSR &2t Steée T2N
wireless telegraphy;

G AOSYaSRE AWSIIYE tHYGARWAGE EfFOGA2Y G | &aldlFrdAz2y Ay NBaLIS(
G AOSyasSSe¢ YSIya lye LISNr2Yy (2 6K2Y I fA0SyO0S KIFLa 0SSy

G2 ANBESaa ¢St SANILIKeéE AyOfdzRSa |t & dephoricyn@ssadds bylimeanyat Y A
electricity without a continuous metallic conaon between the transmitter and the receiver;
Adraftd ! YSYRYSY G 2F 2 A NBstpdblished onSha dBtay, 1i9R4anyf &was tabled in Federal Parliament.

Thiswas the reult of a Conference held in Sydney on®BApril, 1924Thed ! YSY RY Sy (i Redulattorié N&pi&ia a
AY G¢KS 9@0ARSYOSeéxr (GKS flaid OKFLIISNI 2F (GKA& LI LISND

The Coference in itdetter which accompanied theeport unanimously agreed that if adopted, the following benefits
would be conferred upon the public:

(a) Open Sets (would replace the unpopular Sealed Sets)

(b) Reasonableegeneration (would be allowed as long as any regeneration did not rafiiatethe aeral during
broadcasthours).

(c) Competitive broadcasting, involving the best stimulus to variety and superiority of news, entertainment, and
education.

(d) An open market for the development of Australian talent.

(e) Cheaper badcasting fees.

() Greater standardizatioof the receiving sets, and consequent cheapening in cost.

The newWireless Requlationwith further amendments were passed Bgderal Parliament on 11 July, 1924da report
of these regulation®y Prime Minister Brucean be seemn page72 of this Rape.

It is interesting to note the difference between what was suggested irr¢pert by the Conferenct Parliamentdated 15
May, 1924and what was eventually Legislated on the 11 July, 1824 quite obvious other influences had a big say on
what waseventually passed.
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Chapter 2- Who Was First and When?

In my Preface, | describedhat | understand is the date accepted by thr@adcastindustry as a statio officialOn Air
date, and that ighe Start ofRegular Programs

Much confusion appear@round the dates thaBroadcasters (Sydney) | .25B(Broadcast Licence NB), andFarmer and
Company 2FQBroadcast Licence N.went On Air.

Broadcasters (Sydney) L{8SB in SydneyBroadcast Licence No.@asthe first stationin Australiato go
On Airon 23 November, 1923.

Broadcasters (Sydney) Limited had an interesting path in getting 2SB On Air. The company wam {Sgdedy on 4
September, 1923:

¥~ “NEW COMPANY

Broadcasters (Sydney), lelt.& was,
registered to-day., Capital £1000. in £1
shares. To establish, conduct, and main-
tain @ broadcasting station and to ad=
cast, by means of wireless telepathy |
telephony, music, speech reports, le
tures, and other matters capable of
broadeasted, and to carry on In #
branches every class of business concersi-
ing wircless telegraphy or telephon:
First directors, W. J. Maclaidy,
Fry, 8. V, Colvilia, €. V: v ETIBE

.

Sydney Evening Newgl September, 1923

With W IMaclardy (2HRind former editor ofWireless Week)yas Manager of the yet to be licensed 2SB, no time was
spared in establishinglaroadcastingstation on The Daily GuardiaBuilding, Phillip Street, Sydndyywas Raymond Allsop
who engineered the movayith testtransmissionsising the 2HRxperimentallicencecommencingn 17 October, 1923
(see extracts below)

-STATION 2 H.
Mr. .Alkop’o Achievient

“2 H.P. HERE” s
INTERESTING CAIER

TRANSMISSION TESTS
Great Results
URINGWhe past few days, amateurs

And experimenters have had atreat
In the shape of wireless cosierts. Each

day, from 3 10 5 pm. and 7 to 10 pm,
Mr. W. J. Maclardy (IHP) has feon
trapamitting songs and music

Last week, Station IHI® was trans.
ferred 1o Phillip Street, Sydney, and,
With the able assistance of Mr. Ray-.
mond Alisopp, a start was made In
experimental tranamisalon on & wave-
length of 330 metres, using 10 wetta

Daily Guardiarg 23 October, 1923

The whole of the tranxmitg appa-
ralus In use was construct«hy Mr
Allsop, and was hurriedly cted o
“The Daily Guardian®™ huildl Phillyp
Streot, Bydney., Notwithstamg this,
phenomenal results were obtad from
the firat tost. The power usexas only
15 watls on a wave-leng of 350
metres

DailyGuardiang 30 October, 1923

dar.

Melbourne Argug 2 November, 1923

On the 2 November, 1923 thte a D Refpartment announce® new Broadcast Licences of which 2SB was one.

9



The most common datguoted byHistoriansfor 2SB going On As13 November, 1923. This datannot be considered,
as Broadcasters (Sydney) bidl November, 192%ublishedthat they dWill inaugurate on Nov. 15The First Free Radio
News andAmusement Service in Austraiay

NEWS AND ENTERTAINMENT

FIRST BROADCASTING STATION IN AUSTRALIA

“GUARDIAN'S” BIG ENTERPRISE
FREE SERVICE TWELVE HOURS A DAY

With the co-operition of Broadcasters, Bydoey, Limited,
“The Guardian" will inaugurate within the next fortnight a
wireless news and entertainment service, covering the State,
and possibly .embracing the whole Commonweaith. -

That service will be free. It has been plannéd by the best
wireless brains in Australla, and will be conducted by experts,

It will furnish information of first-rate Interest to town and
country alike, and break the monotony of long evenings in
the backblocks with the best entertainment avalilable.

This sort of thing others have talked of. But while others

FIRST IN THE FIELD!

Broadcasters

talk, “The Guardian" acts.
Women have a big place in
thé scheme, and- many hours
of tranamission each week will
be devoted to their special in-
terests. .
On all week-days, the broadcasters

will be busy from 9 In the moming ! these entertainmoents.

till 1045 at night, sending from the
up-to-the-minute
been bulit on the roof of “The Guar
dian” offices in Phillip Street

They will have an elaborate pro-
gramme with twelve hours of actual
transmission

Orchestras will at various times
be available for the purposss of
entertainment.

News ftems will go out first thing
in the momning.

Then talks to women will follow—
talks on all sorts of subjects, from
millinery to hygiene. Al least two
morning “sessions” will be given up
to music and special items of Informa-
tion, such as stock sxchange and mar-
ket reports will be sent with depend-
able Thnly.

The lunch-hour will be whiled away
with entertainment, and at 2 sporting
news will be broadcasted. omen’s
subjects will occupy most of the after-

noon.

*The Guardlan” Is golng o give
amateur entertalners an opportunity
o “make good™ by wirelesx From §
to 630 each evening there will bo
trials of amateur talent, with the world
of listeners-in to judge them.

BED-TIME STORIES

Al the time when the S8andman comoes
the children will have their turn with
bad-time stories. The world Is & won-
derful place to young minds, but It
will hold a new wonder and beauty

Daily Guardiarg 1 November, 1923
10

when the little ones can listen-in for
the volco of the story-man—or the
story-woman as the cgse may be.
Weather reports and market reports
will go out at 7.30 or-thereabouts, and
at § o'clock the evening concert—an
overy night affalr—will begin.
Troupes, with threo or four In-
struments and four vocalists In each,
will be on “The Guardian‘s” roster for
The § o'clock

concert In the thing. Every listener-

ciu will want that. And, ol course, IU's
station which has

frée tuo,

Broadcasters and "“The Guardian™
will not, of course, rely solely upon or-
chestran to mrnly the fere for each
bill. Theatrical stars will participate,
and from the concert platform some
of the beat performers will be heard.

And on Sundays? On Bundays there
will probably be an organ recital in
the afterncon, and msacred muslc—
with a travel lecture—In the evening.

THE S8HORT WAVE

The station to give this service has
been installed after exhaustive experi-
menta.

The most striking feature of the
scheme, from the technlcal point of
view, will be the low wave-length of
350 metres

The short wave will mean high
eMclency. It la much less liable to
atmospheric interference than & wave,
say, of 1100 metres. In the back
country, where atmospheric changes
occur, very suddenly, this Immnunity
will mean a mreat deul.

Lyons, with {ls comparatively short
wave, has always been casier to re-
celve in  Australla than Bordeaux,
wilth Its long wave.

it will take a large staff to
handlie the venturs, and no ex-
pense has been spared. But
Broadeasters . Ltd. and “The
Quardian™ are determined that the
listenerin shall have something
quite new, and something Impec-
cable In point of quality.



On the 15 November, 1928Broadasters (Sydney) Ltd annouddéeK | i & h &
NEFdzaAy3d G2 LI aa GKS . NBFROIFIad wSOS
aSNWBAOSsY

Broadcasbers (Sydney)
. Limited
-
Annmncement

I m»mwm

ermment lddlg to pass the
Broadoast Receiving Sets at pre-.
“iﬁ;‘dbdﬂyb'ﬁd—

Daily Guardiarg 15 November, 1923
SEALED SETS
Broadcasting Receivers

REGULATIONS DELAY

While Broadcasters (Sydney), TLtd,
wan to have begun Its pervice to-day,
working on a4 wave length of 350
motres, it will be some time yet be-
fore the sealed sets for that wave
Jength, or for any other, to bo iswued
in accordance with the regulations
drawn ,up In August, can possibly be
avallable.

The reguiations set out that manu-
facturers must submit sample recelv-
ing sets for any particular wave
length to the radio branch of the
Postal Department. These will be
tested, & ‘margin of 10 per cent.
belng allowed for vartations. If the
tests are satisfactory the manufac-
turer will recerve aApproval to go ahead
and make seta in compliance with the
pattern.

The receivers which ho makes may
be Inmpected at any time, and If they
do not conform to the “sealed set™ ap-
proved by the department, something
will happen.

No sealed pets have yot been a
proved for the simple reason that t o
department has not made any teata,

FIRST TESTS NEXT WEEK

Tha firat teate are o be held In Mel-
bourne next . Wednesday. At a later
date, not yet fixed, tests will be held
In Sydney,

1t does not follow that all will be
plain saillng even then. It may hap-
pen that the sam uulm onbmllo

montx,  Officlal m that tbbﬂ
in & risk of “br-.ulc through” and

that recelvers will not mln cutside
the fixed lmits.

If that ia the case, either the regu-
lations will have to be amended or the
manufacturers will have to try again,

e —————————

Sydney Suq 15 November1923
11



In the Editorial of the 23 November, 1923 editiorVéifreless Weeklyt wasreported the delay was caused Bgderal
Govenment®d 5 A & 3 NdzyOF fHirdisfsing receivers under the Sealed Set Schdtweas also reported the firstess
were tested on 2 November, with more being tested on the 23 Novemi@&23 allowing 2SB to go On Air:

\

48 (2) of Biatutery Rules 97,
broadeasting roccivers shall be
f to the wavelength indi
ped indiestion or to any wave

more than ten por cent from
. The tecelvers shall not respond
“outside the specified lmite '’

‘proved that I8 &s inpossible to mnke
, nf with $his regulation. Vet
monf pod it, So also did
g of Mr. E. T. Fisk
pated Wireless Aus,
ig Brondeasters; Mr.
@ to represent Retall
nting Manufsetur.

F u wet to conform
Red out to the -

wireless men some
v of its employess
not be pcomplied

DISGRACEFUL. BUNGLING

I Government holds up Manufacturers and Broadcasters

It |s now three months alnce the regulations
came into fores, amd yet up to the time of writing
not one aingle et has beem pamsed by the De-
pariment,

Bmldcu!m’{ﬂydﬂy) Ltd. have had to post

pone the opening of Australin's first Hroadensting
Station on sssount of the Federal Government’s

bungling. U
Broudeasting Hecuse formm have been Ineued by

the Wirsless ment, to Broademating Stations
who have oo them to Wireless Traders for

snle to the publie, yot the Trader has only been
able to pra for receivers until such time
as the thinks fit to alter the ridieu-
loun

R
3 r‘\‘
Wik 35 DEPARTMENT AWAKES

)

of Brondeasting Receivers will
urne on Wednesday 21st aad
ial opening day of B:

they will bo tested in Sydney.

Wireless Weeklyg 23 November1923

SEALED SETS
Wireless ‘.‘L_’utemn-in”

ARRANGEMENTS - COM-
PLETED

MELBOURNE., Thursday.
A “'master pattern” sealed rccelver sot.
evolved by the Federal wireleas authori-
ties, has been adopted for broadcasting.
At a conference to-day between the
Controller of Wireless (Mr. Maloney) and
representatives of manufacturers, broad-
casters, and dealers, tests were made of

the pattern proposed.

Although there are doubts whether the
senled set regulations can ever be effec-
tively enforced, the |dea was accepted as
the best compromise possible, and worth
& trial

Sets purchased from dealers by all
who are not experimenters will be sealed
according to the method adopted. and
seals may be made only on production of
a license showing that the purchaser has
paid a subscription to the broadcasting
company operating on the wave length to
which the instrument Is adjusted.

Should a subscribed desire to contrl-
bute to two or more cirouits, he can have
his Instrument adjuated only on produc-
tion - of cerlificates showing thot he has
made separate subscriptions for each.

The conference was gtended by 0
representatives of broadcasters, dealers,
and manufecturers, who agreed that the
method of sealing proposed was satis-
factory. One merit s that it does not
add to the cost of the Instrument.

Broadcasting recelvers sealed according
to the new method may now be acquired
by those who desire to become sub-
scribers to the services to be established.

DailyTelegraph; 23 November, 1923
12



On the 23 November, 192Fhe Daily Guardiareported that Broadcasters (Sydney) Ltd station 2SB would start a free
broadcasting service that night

FREE BROADCASTING
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weather and mar-
ket reports, will be sent out with due
regularity,

The lunch-hour will be whilod away
with entertainment, wnd later aport-
Ing news will be bhroadcasted. Women's
interesls will take up most of
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Orenadiery™ (Schu:
mana), “FPostilion™ (Molloy), “Ob, Neo
John™ (OM Boglish),

Quartet: “Sweet and Low.,”. *Doan
Ye Cry, Ma Money,” "Hweet Sixteen.'

Me. 1 “Lagend™ (Augus
Nolch), "Herbalblume (August Nokh)

M Druitt:s “Have You Been u
Dream Town?" “Laascia cb' lo Plangs.'

Mr. Saunders: “Chipperfield
“When My Ships Come Balling Home.'

Daily Guardiarg 23 November, 1923
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Thiswas followed bya report of their success on 27 November, 1923:

BROADCASTING IN EARNEST

' A COMPLETE SUCCESS S T, ST

BroadcastingL 18 ?Iere By S, o o

We are Ready! ﬁﬁ""g}:"“'
L AR B D Sad B0 sothe wes weeders
CRYSTAL SETH-— VALVE SETS—TWO- ful®
/e W I . £9 0N And = on
VALVE EETS—-SINOLY - VALVE SKTS—THREE— Reports ke (hase—or sdrerse onas
0 s =0 (- 20 TOR - I - —are welcome. They help vs to eliml.
Complote with Asrisl Wirs, Phones, Batteries, :::nm-lh-“
And ANl Accessories In almost every case faveurable re-
We oon supply all parts to build your swn I required ports are recelved, showing the exesl.
ORDER NOW AND AVOID THE RUSH lence of the transmusion and careful
Catalogus, 80 Wiring Dlagrama, 9 salection of the performers.

ELECTRICITY HOUSE bt g AN

The
':hl mantion. Many that
Gearge Street, s’d." :nl m.m_ mean
4 8 MARKS (Radie 2GR), Ganeral Managen. much 1o themn In business.
Mention “Dally Nnmnlonuiu_u'nhmn

i
i
1
i
£

Guarlian

Daily Guardian 27 November, 1923

They dil not have their Official Openinghich wasperformedby Postmaster GeneraMr G W Gibsoyuntil the 13
December, 1923 and this is where the confusidgth the 13" could have originated:

“CONGRATULATIONS,”

SAYS POSTMASTER-GENERAL

FREE BROADCASTING STATION
OFFICIALLY OPENED

A STATE-WIDE AUDIENCE

ENTERTAINMENT AND NEWS TEN HOURS A DA

“THE day when technical knowledge was necessary on

the part of those engaged jo both the reception and the
transmission of radio messages s past. Wircless apparatus
has been so simplified as to present little dificulty to those
desiring 10 Usten-in."

Last night the Postmaster-General of Australia, Mr, W,
G. Gibson, came to “The Guardian" office to open the

station founded by Broadcasters (Sydney)
144, and Smith's Newspapers Lid ! and In the words quoted
he tostified to the avallability of wireless to all

Thousands heard the inaugural concert and the speeches,
which were uced with remarkable clearness Ia
theatres and of the city.

"l bope,” sald Sir Joynton Smith, who spoke briefly at
the opsalng ceremony, “that all will get pleasure out of
rmb.lhlzpao?:. For “The Dally Guardias® will get

profit from purely for the ofd
-nunmuuo-mmm:'m e cnom

Daily Guardiarg 14 December, 192@xtract)
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RadioMagazine; 26 December, 1923

On the 9 February, 1924 a small advertisemampage 8n The Daily Guardianotified readers that 2SBau changed its
Call Sign to 2BL:

Daily Guardiarg 9 February, 1924
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